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THE AMERICAN" ADVOCATE OF PEACE AND ARBITRATION. 



OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES. 

ON HIS EIGHTIETH BIRTHDAY. 

Climbing the path that leads back nevermore, 
We heard behind his footsteps and his cheer ; 
Now, face to face, we greet him, standing here 

Upon the lonely summit of Fourscore. 

Welcome to us o'er whom the lengthened day 
Is closing, and the shadows deeper grow, 
His genial presence like an afterglow 

Following the one just vanishing away. 

Long be it ere the table shall be set 
For the last breakfast of the Autocrat, 
And love repeat, with smiles and tears, thereat 

His own sweet songs, that time shall not forget. 

Waiting with him the call to come up higher, 

Life is not less, the heavens are only nigher ! 

John'G. Whittiee. 
8th Mo., 26, 1889. 



THE WORK OF THE SOCIETY IN PARIS. 

We republish the following communication from The 
Peacemaker, chiefly for the sake of correcting certain 
typographical and other errors. 

I notice, in the interesting letters of your Paris cor- 
respondents, Mrs. Belva Lockwood and Mrs. Amanda 
Deyo, August number, page twenty-three, under the 
date of June 26, the words, "Dr. Miner and Rowland 
B. Howard have not had an opportunity Jor one word in 
the conference," and again, page twenty-one, ii A box of 
literature, all in English, belonging to them {Mr. Howard 
and the Boston party) was offered us; " and again, page 
twenty-four, "Neither R. B. Howard nor Dr. Miner had 
an opportunity to read their papers," etc. As my name 
is used, and the writers could not be informed as to all 
the doings of others in the earnest work of the "Con- 
gress," both at its sessions and outside, may I ask a little 
space to say that the "box," alluded to, which was sent 
by the United States Government a month in advance, 
contained chiefly a large edition of a brief history (in 
French) of the American Peace Society, together with its 
constitution and officers and the peace movement in 
America. It was largely distributed among the delegates 
to the Congress and in the Exposition, from the chalet of 
Mrs. Nichols of the W. C. T. U. I was a member of 
three of the "commissions" which sat forenoons and 
participated freely in their discussions. My paper, The 
New Sympathy of the Nations, translated into French was 
received by the Commission, read, commended and re- 
quested for publication. I addressed the Congress briefly 
three times — as often as I cared to do. (M. Eschenoux 
of Strasburg, rendered my speeches into excellent 
French.) 

Rev. A. A. Miner, D.D., of Boston, Francis B. Gil- 
man, Esq., of Cambridge, Hon. H. B. Chamberlin, of 
Denver, Dr. R. H. Thomas, M. D., and Mr. Edward 
Cummings of Harvard University, constituted the dele- 
gation of the American Peace Society, and all attended 
the Congress. We attended an informal "reception" 
kindly tendered at his home, June twenty-seventh, by the 
American Minister, Hon. Whitelaw Reid, and by special 
invitation, another given by the city of Paris, at Hotel- 
de-ville, July fourth. We also participated in the public 
unveiling of the copy of Bartholdi's statue on the Isle of 
Swans, and the decoration of the grave of Lafayette on 
the same day. We also accepted invitations to the 



general receptions given by M. Carnot, President 
of France, and by M. Guyot, Minister of Public 
Works, alluded to by your correspondents. Dr. 
Miner's excellent "paper" was submitted in French and 
forcibly delivered in English — commanding undivided 
attention, and eliciting hearty applause. It appeared in 
full in Boston and London papers. He briefly addressed 
the Congress at other times, and always effectively. We 
were interested attendants at the sessions of the Parlia- 
mentary Congress, July 29-30. We engaged the services 
of a competent French reporter and translator for all the 
meetings. The precious morning meetings each day, 
for conference and prayer, the Sunday meetings at the 
Friends' place of worship ought to be mentioned, The 
"lunches" partaken together by all the leading delegates, 
with personal introductions and remarks, the interviews 
with individual public men and legislators, profitably and 
intensely occupied our time. We feel sure that we 
acquired some useful information, both in France and 
during our several weeks of association, in the homes, at 
receptions and more public meetings, of the friends of 
peace in England and Wales, Ireland and Scotland, and 
we hope our visit may not have been without some good 
influence among the people with whom we labored. Two 
Congresses, one of societies and one of parliaments, meet 
next year in London, and we hope to see President Love, 
and a strong delegation of Philadelphians at each. 

Rowland B. Howard. 
Boston, Sept., 1889. 



A RELIGIOUS DISPUTE ADJUSTED. 

The oldest and one of the most active and successful of 
foreign missionary societies in this country is the 
American Board of Commissioners of Foreign Mis- 
sions, whose anniversary we attended in New York, 
October 15-18. After three years of controversy, 
which arose first over the question of a possible sal- 
vation after death to those who never heard of 
Christ, but which had largely become a question of party 
and policy and administration,— on both sides of which 
some excellent and able men were fully enlisted, — the presi- 
dent, Dr. R. S. Storrs, who is tolerant of differences, 
suggested and the board appointed a committee of nine, 
to whom all matters are referred for investigation and re- 
port. The board itself is the final judge ; but the com- 
mittee, made up of both wings, is really a board of arbi- 
tration, and its recommendations will probably be accepted 
as final. 

The committee which was appointed is as follows : Rev. 
Dr. G. L. Walker, Rev. Dr. A. H. Quint, Samuel John- 
son, Elbert P. Monroe, Rev. Dr. George P. Fisher, John 
H. Washburn, Rev. Dr. Arthur Little, Ralph Emerson 
and Royal C. Taft. 



THE FIGHTING OF EARLY CHRISTIANS. 

How ridiculous a thing it seemed that the early Chris- 
tians should face the Roman Empire, determined to re- 
mold and reconstruct it, putting Scriptures against 
swords, putting narratives and letters against marshalled 
legions, putting oral and sacramental teaching against the 
fiercest and haughtiest power that the world had known. 
But by their work the result accomplished created Chris- 
tendom, changed the courses of history and changed the 
face of the earth. — Richard S- Storrs. 



